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March 17, 2004
Contact: William Woessner, UM geology professor, (406) 243-5698.
UM GEOLOGY PRO FESSO R LANDS L E C T U R E SH IP
MISSOULA —
William Woessner, a University of Montana geology professor, has been awarded a
prestigious lectureship from the Geological Society of America’s Hydrogeology Division.
Woessner, a UM faculty member since 1981, will be the Birdsall-Dreiss Distinguished
Lecturer for 2005, speaking at between 30 and 40 host universities across North America. This
honor is one of only two major North American lectureships in hydrogeology, a field that
studies groundwater and its interactions with surrounding sediments and rock.
“This is quite an honor,” Woessner said. “I am humbled. I’m looking forward to
representing UM and the Geological Society of America across North America, as well as
sharing my work and the work of my students at small liberal arts schools and Ivy League
institutions.
“I greatly appreciate the support of my students, my department chair, the dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences and the provost,” he said, “without whose consideration this
opportunity wouldn’t be possible.”
The lectureship is designed to allow an eminent hydrogeologist to visit a number of
higher education and research institutes on a mission to educate, promote the study of
hydrogeology and act as an ambassador of goodwill on behalf of GSA’s Hydrogeology
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Division. The lecturer will have ample opportunity to interact with and learn from other
scientists and graduate students.
UM has joined with GSA to support Woessner in fulfilling his award. The twosemester speaking schedule will be developed as invitations from host universities and colleges
are received. The lectureship provides for travel, and host institutions will cover Woessner’s
expenses once he arrives on site.
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